
Global English News — GEN012     Page 1 

Global English News 

The Electric Vehicle Revolution 

For decades, electric vehicles occupied a small, experimental corner of the auto industry, dismissed by 
skeptics as impractical toys for wealthy early adopters. That perception has been overturned with 
startling speed. Sales figures once measured in the thousands now reach into the tens of millions 
worldwide, and the technology has migrated from a niche curiosity into a mainstream consumer choice. 
Major cities have begun retrofitting their streets with charging stations, while national fleets of buses 
and delivery vans are being converted to run on batteries instead of gasoline. This transformation resulted 
from a convergence of falling battery costs, tighter emissions regulations, and shifting public attitudes 
toward climate change. Automakers that once treated electric models as a side project now consider 
them consequential to their long-term survival. What was once a fringe movement has become, in a 
single decade, one of the most important industrial shifts of the twenty-first century. 

 

The heart of every electric vehicle is its battery, and the story of the EV revolution is largely a story of 
relentless battery innovation. Early lithium-ion packs were heavy, expensive, and prone to losing 
capacity in cold weather, which fueled widespread range anxiety among buyers who feared being 
stranded far from a charger. Engineers have since made remarkable strides, cramming more energy 
into smaller, lighter cells while slashing production costs. Solid-state batteries, still emerging from 
research labs, promise even greater density and faster charging, potentially making today's technology 
obsolete within a generation. Manufacturers are also testing alternative chemistries that reduce 
dependence on scarce and ethically contentious materials like cobalt. Meanwhile, second-life programs 
are repurposing retired batteries for stationary energy storage rather than sending them to a landfill. 
These advances, taken together, are steadily dismantling the practical objections that once made 
electric vehicles a hard sell for ordinary drivers. 

 

Owning an electric vehicle is only practical if drivers can charge it, and building that infrastructure has 
proven far more complicated than manufacturing the cars themselves. Home charging remains the most 
convenient option, but it favors homeowners with a private garage, leaving apartment dwellers and street 
parkers at a distinct disadvantage. Public charging networks across the country are expanding rapidly, 
yet they remain plagued by inconsistent reliability, incompatible plug standards, and long queues at 
busy stations during holiday travel. Utility companies are scrambling to upgrade local grids that were 
never designed to handle dozens of vehicles drawing power simultaneously on the same block. Fast 
chargers, capable of restoring significant range in under thirty minutes, are gradually replacing slower 
units. Governments and private investors alike are pouring billions into this buildout, recognizing that 
inadequate infrastructure could otherwise stall the entire transition toward cleaner transportation. 

 

Public policy has played an outsized role in accelerating the shift toward electric vehicles, often 
determining which markets grow quickly and which lag behind. Many governments offer purchase 
rebates, tax credits, or reduced registration fees to narrow the price gap between electric and gasoline 
models. Others have gone further, announcing firm deadlines after which new gasoline vehicles can no 
longer be sold within their borders. Regulators have tightened fuel-economy standards and imposed 
steep penalties on automakers whose fleets fail to meet emissions targets, effectively forcing 
manufacturers to invest in electrification. Critics maintain that such mandates distort the free market 
and unfairly ask taxpayers to subsidize wealthier buyers of pricier electric models. Supporters counter 
that decisive intervention is necessary because voluntary adoption alone would proceed too slowly to 
meaningfully curb transportation emissions. Government policy, for better or worse, has shaped this 
transition. 
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For over a century, the world's largest automakers built their profits around the internal combustion 
engine, so the pivot toward electric vehicles has required nothing short of a corporate reinvention. 
Legacy manufacturers that once treated battery-powered cars as compliance exercises are now pouring 
unprecedented sums into dedicated electric platforms, new factories, and battery joint ventures. This rush 
was accelerated by a single upstart company that proved electric vehicles could be desirable rather than 
merely dutiful, forcing established rivals to abandon their cautious approach. Traditional automakers 
now compete not only against each other but against ambitious rivals from markets with aggressive state 
support for domestic manufacturing. Labor unions have grown anxious, since electric drivetrains require 
fewer workers to assemble than their gasoline counterparts. Navigating this upheaval while remaining 
profitable has proven arduous, and several storied brands have already stumbled badly along the way. 

 

Whether electric vehicles genuinely reduce environmental harm depends heavily on details that 
headlines often gloss over. Manufacturing a battery is energy-intensive and requires mining lithium, 
nickel, and cobalt, extraction processes that can devastate local ecosystems and, in some regions, rely 
on exploitative labor practices. Once a vehicle is on the road, its true carbon footprint hinges on how 
the electricity powering it was generated; charging from a grid dominated by coal offers only a modest 
improvement over gasoline, while renewable-heavy grids yield dramatic reductions. Over a vehicle's full 
lifespan, most credible studies find that electric models still emit substantially less carbon than 
comparable gasoline cars. Recycling programs are emerging to recover valuable metals from spent 
batteries, loosening the industry's reliance on newly mined materials. Those who oversimplify the issue 
by claiming EVs merely relocate pollution ignore a genuinely complicated tradeoff that deserves more 
nuance than either side typically grants it. 

 

Despite remarkable progress, the electric vehicle revolution is far from complete, and several obstacles 
could still slow its momentum. Affordability remains an entrenched barrier, since even with incentives, 
many electric models sit beyond the reach of working-class households, particularly in developing 
economies where used gasoline cars dominate. Supply chains for critical minerals remain vulnerable to 
geopolitical disruption, concentrated in a handful of countries whose political stability cannot be taken 
for granted. Some analysts warn of a looming price war as manufacturing capacity outpaces demand, 
which could squeeze profit margins to unsustainable levels and drive weaker competitors out of 
business. Others worry that consumer enthusiasm, having surged during the early adoption phase, may 
plateau before electric vehicles reach true market saturation. Most industry forecasts still project that 
electric models will make up the majority of new car sales within fifteen years. 

 

Beyond the Headlines 

Here's a fact that surprises almost everyone: electric vehicles are not a twenty-first-century invention at 
all. In the late 1800s, electric cars were arguably more popular than their gasoline-powered rivals, prized 
for being quiet and clean, since early combustion engines required dangerous hand-cranking and 
belched foul exhaust. By 1900, electric vehicles accounted for a significant share of American 
automobiles, and in 1899 a Belgian-built electric car nicknamed "La Jamais Contente" became the first 
vehicle of any kind to clock more than sixty miles per hour, smashing a long-standing speed record. 
Electric vehicles only fell out of favor after cheap gasoline, mass production of combustion cars, and the 
electric starter made gas-powered driving far more convenient. It took over a century for batteries to catch 
up, but today's electric vehicle boom is less a revolution than a long-delayed return to an idea that 
automotive pioneers abandoned prematurely — history occasionally circles back on itself. 
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Vocabulary 

Paragraph 1 

skeptics (n.) (n.) people who doubt or question the truth or value of something.  “The new 
diet plan won over even the skeptics after just one month.” 

startling (adj.) (adj.) very surprising or shocking.  “The report revealed a startling rise in 
ocean temperatures.” 

migrated (v.) (v.) moved from one place, condition, or system to another.  “Many small 
businesses migrated their records to cloud storage last year.” 

retrofitting (v.) (v.) adding new parts or technology to something older in order to improve it.  
“The city spent millions retrofitting old buildings with better insulation.” 

convergence (n.) (n.) the coming together of different things toward a common point.  “Scientists 
studied the convergence of two major ocean currents.” 

consequential (adj.) (adj.) having important results or effects.  “Her decision to invest early proved 
highly consequential for the company's growth.” 

fringe (n.) (n.) a group or position that is marginal or outside the mainstream.  “The idea 
started on the fringe before becoming widely accepted.” 

 

Paragraph 2 

relentless (adj.) (adj.) continuing in a determined way without stopping.  “The team's 
relentless focus on quality set them apart from competitors.” 

range anxiety (n. 
phrase) 

(n. phrase) the fear of running out of battery power before reaching a 
destination or charger.  “Range anxiety kept many early buyers away from 
electric cars.” 

strides (n.) (n.) significant steps of progress.  “Researchers have made great strides in 
cancer treatment over the past decade.” 

obsolete (adj.) (adj.) no longer used because something newer has replaced it.  “Fax 
machines became largely obsolete once email spread widely.” 

contentious (adj.) (adj.) likely to cause disagreement or controversy.  “The mining project 
remained a contentious issue among local residents.” 

repurposing (v.) (v.) using something for a new purpose different from its original one.  “The 
factory is repurposing old warehouses into apartments.” 

dismantling (v.) (v.) taking something apart piece by piece, or gradually ending it.  “The 
company began dismantling its outdated assembly line.” 

 

Paragraph 3 

disadvantage (n.) (n.) a condition or circumstance that puts someone in an unfavorable position.  
“Not owning a car put her at a disadvantage in the rural town.” 

plagued (v.) (v.) troubled persistently by problems or difficulties.  “The airline was plagued 
by delays throughout the holiday season.” 

incompatible (adj.) (adj.) not able to work together or exist together properly.  “The two software 
systems turned out to be incompatible.” 
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queues (n.) (n.) lines of people or things waiting for something.  “Long queues formed 
outside the store before the sale began.” 

scrambling (v.) (v.) moving or acting quickly and with difficulty, often in response to urgent 
circumstances.  “Officials were scrambling to fix the water shortage before 
summer.” 

simultaneously 
(adv.) 

(adv.) happening or done at the same time.  “The two teams launched their 
products simultaneously.” 

buildout (n.) (n.) the process of constructing or expanding a system or network.  “The 
buildout of the new subway line took nearly a decade.” 

 

Paragraph 4 

outsized (adj.) (adj.) larger or greater than what is usual or expected.  “The small country had 
an outsized influence on global trade talks.” 

lag (v.) (v.) to fail to keep up with something or someone; to fall behind.  “Rural areas 
often lag behind cities in internet access.” 

electrification (n.) (n.) the process of converting a system to run on electric power.  “The 
electrification of the rail network reduced diesel pollution significantly.” 

mandates (n.) (n.) official orders or requirements imposed by an authority.  “The new 
mandates required all buses to meet stricter emissions rules.” 

distort (v.) (v.) to twist or misrepresent something so it no longer reflects the truth.  “Critics 
said the ad campaign tended to distort the actual risks.” 

subsidize (v.) (v.) to support financially, often using public funds.  “The government agreed 
to subsidize farmers affected by the drought.” 

curb (v.) (v.) to restrain or keep something within limits.  “New taxes were designed to 
curb excessive water use.” 

 

Paragraph 5 

pivot (n.) (n.) a significant change in strategy or direction.  “The company's pivot toward 
online sales saved it during the downturn.” 

reinvention (n.) (n.) the act of changing something so completely that it seems new.  “The 
brand's reinvention attracted an entirely new generation of customers.” 

upstart (n.) (n.) a person or company that has suddenly gained success or prominence, 
often disrupting established norms.  “The upstart challenged industry giants 
with a fraction of their budget.” 

dutiful (adj.) (adj.) done out of a sense of obligation rather than genuine enthusiasm.  “His 
dutiful attendance at every meeting rarely reflected real interest.” 

upheaval (n.) (n.) a sudden or violent change or disruption.  “The merger caused enormous 
upheaval within both companies.” 

arduous (adj.) (adj.) requiring great effort; difficult and tiring.  “The negotiation process 
proved arduous for both sides.” 

storied (adj.) (adj.) famous or celebrated for having an interesting history.  “The storied 
factory had produced cars for over a hundred years.” 
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Paragraph 6 

devastate (v.) (v.) to severely damage or destroy something.  “The flooding threatened to 
devastate nearby farmland.” 

exploitative (adj.) (adj.) taking unfair advantage of someone or something, especially for profit.  
“Labor groups criticized the exploitative working conditions at the mine.” 

hinges (v.) (v.) depends entirely on a particular factor or condition.  “Whether the plan 
succeeds hinges on securing enough funding.” 

yield (v.) (v.) to produce or provide a result.  “The new fertilizer helped the crops yield 
a larger harvest.” 

oversimplify (v.) (v.) to make something seem simpler than it actually is, losing important detail.  
“News reports sometimes oversimplify complicated scientific findings.” 

tradeoff (n.) (n.) a balance between two desirable but conflicting outcomes.  “Every energy 
source involves some tradeoff between cost and environmental impact.” 

nuance (n.) (n.) a subtle difference or distinction in meaning, tone, or quality.  “The debate 
lost much of its nuance once it reached social media.” 

 

Paragraph 7 

entrenched (adj.) (adj.) firmly established and difficult to change.  “The habit had become so 
entrenched that it was hard to break.” 

geopolitical (adj.) (adj.) relating to politics as influenced by geographic and economic factors.  
“The conflict raised serious geopolitical concerns among neighboring 
nations.” 

looming (adj.) (adj.) approaching in a way that feels threatening or significant.  “Investors 
grew nervous about the looming trade dispute.” 

outpaces (v.) (v.) grows or moves faster than something else.  “Demand for the new phone 
easily outpaces the factory's supply.” 

squeeze (v.) (v.) to put pressure on something, often reducing it.  “Rising fuel costs continue 
to squeeze airline profits.” 

plateau (v.) (v.) to stop increasing and remain at a steady level.  “Sales began to plateau 
after the initial rush of interest.” 

saturation (n.) (n.) the point at which a market or system is completely full and cannot absorb 
more.  “The smartphone market reached saturation years ago in most 
wealthy countries.” 

 

Beyond the Headlines 

arguably (adv.) (adv.) used to say that something can be reasonably claimed, even if 
debatable.  “It was arguably the most important invention of the decade.” 

belched (v.) (v.) released or emitted something, often smoke or gas, forcefully.  “The old 
factory chimney belched thick black smoke all day.” 

foul (adj.) (adj.) extremely unpleasant, especially in smell or taste.  “A foul odor drifted 
from the abandoned engine.” 

clock (v.) (v.) to record or measure a speed or time, often informally.  “The runner 
managed to clock an impressive time in the final lap.” 
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smashing (v.) (v.) breaking or exceeding a previous limit or record decisively.  “The sprinter 
left the stadium smashing the national record.” 

prematurely (adv.) (adv.) happening or done before the proper or expected time.  “The project 
was ended prematurely due to a lack of funding.” 

circles back (phr. v.) (phr. v.) returns to a point, topic, or situation from earlier.  “Fashion often 
circles back to styles from decades past.” 
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Language Review 

Exercise A — Collocations 

Match each item in Column A with the word or phrase in Column B that forms a natural collocation 
from the article. Write the correct letter next to each number. 

 

Column A Column B 

1.  purchase a.  chains 

2.  tax b.  carbon 

3.  standards c.  record 

4.  emissions d.  rebates 

5.  footprint e.  profit 

6.  supply f.  targets 

7.  margins g.  fuel-economy 

8.  speed h.  credits 

 

Exercise B — Vocabulary Quiz 

Choose the best answer (a, b, c, or d) for each question. Some questions may have more than one 
correct answer — select all that apply. 

 

1.  What does "range anxiety" mean as used in the article? 

a.  Excitement about long road trips 

b.  Concern about running out of battery power before reaching a charger 

c.  Fear of driving in remote areas without cell service 

d.  Nervousness about high vehicle prices 

 

2.  According to the article, why did early electric vehicles fall out of favor in the early 1900s? 

a.  Batteries became too expensive to produce 

b.  Government regulations banned electric vehicles 

c.  Electric vehicles were involved in too many accidents 

d.  Cheap gasoline and mass production made gas-powered cars more convenient 

 

3.  Based on the article, what is meant by calling affordability an "entrenched" barrier? 

a.  A barrier that is firmly established and difficult to change 

b.  A barrier that only affects wealthy countries 

c.  A barrier created by a single new law 

d.  A barrier that is temporary and easily removed 

 

4.  Why does the article say the environmental benefit of an electric vehicle "hinges on" how its 
electricity is generated? 

a.  The benefit is guaranteed no matter the electricity source 

b.  The benefit only applies to vehicles built after 2020 
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c.  The benefit depends entirely on the source of the electricity 

d.  The benefit disappears once the battery is recycled 

 

5.  What does the article suggest about the relationship between manufacturing capacity and demand 
in the electric vehicle market? 

a.  Demand for electric vehicles is decreasing steadily 

b.  Demand has permanently outpaced manufacturing capacity 

c.  Manufacturing capacity has stayed flat for a decade 

d.  Manufacturing capacity is growing faster than demand, risking a price war 

 

6.  According to the article, what tradeoff exists when using coal-generated electricity to charge an 
electric vehicle? 

a.  It offers only a modest improvement over gasoline vehicles 

b.  It doubles the vehicle's driving range 

c.  It has no effect on emissions at all 

d.  It eliminates all emissions completely 

 

7.  What does the article identify as an "outsized" factor in shaping how quickly different markets adopt 
electric vehicles? 

a.  Weather patterns in a given region 

b.  The personal preferences of individual car dealers 

c.  Government policy, including rebates, mandates, and deadlines 

d.  International shipping costs for raw materials 

 

8.  According to the historical fact in "Beyond the Headlines," what made La Jamais Contente notable in 
1899? 

a.  It was the first car powered by gasoline 

b.  It became the first vehicle of any kind to clock more than sixty miles per hour 

c.  It was the first vehicle built entirely from recycled materials 

d.  It was the first vehicle to use a battery that could be recycled 

 

Exercise C — Discussion Questions 

Discuss the following questions with a partner or in a small group. Use evidence from the article to 
support your ideas. 

 

1.  Do you think government intervention (rebates, mandates, deadlines) is a fair way to accelerate the 
shift to electric vehicles, or should the market decide the pace of adoption on its own? Explain your 
reasoning. 

2.  The article describes a tradeoff between the environmental benefits of electric vehicles and the 
environmental costs of battery production. How should society weigh these competing factors when 
evaluating whether electric vehicles are truly "green"? 

3.  What responsibility, if any, do wealthy countries have to help make electric vehicles more affordable 
in developing economies, where used gasoline cars still dominate the market? 

4.  The article notes that legacy automakers have struggled to keep pace with newer, more agile 
competitors. What lessons can established companies in any industry learn from this kind of disruption? 
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5.  Considering the historical fact about early electric vehicles in the 1800s, what does this history suggest 
about how technological progress actually happens — is it always a straight line forward, or something 
more complicated? 

 

 


