Global English News
The Global Tourism Boom: Opportunity and Overtourism

International travel has reached unprecedented levels in the past two years, as millions of travelers
venture beyond their borders for leisure, business, and culture. International arrivals have not only
recovered from the pandemic-era slump but have surpassed previous records, with some destinations
reporting visitor numbers that dwarf anything seen before 2020. This resurgence has been fueled by
pent-up demand, cheaper airfares, and a growing global middle class eager to travel. Tourism now
accounts for a substantial share of global economic output, supporting jobs in hospitality, transportation,
and countless small businesses. Yet this remarkable boom carries a complicated legacy. While tourism
revenue can transform struggling economies and help preserve cultural heritage sites, the sheer volume
of travelers has begun to overwhelm some of the world's most beloved destinations. The tension between
welcoming growth and protecting what makes these places special has become a defining challenge of
contemporary travel.

The economic significance of tourism extends far beyond ticket sales and hotel bookings. In many
developing nations, travel and tourism represent one of the most dependable engines of employment,
generating income for guides, artisans, and vendors who might otherwise struggle to find steady work. A
single cruise ship docking in a small port can inject thousands of dollars into a local economy within
hours, as passengers disembark to buy souvenirs and sample regional cuisine. National governments
have taken notice, crafting policies designed to court foreign visitors through streamlined visa processes
and targeted marketing campaigns. Some countries have gone so far as to rebrand entire regions,
investing heavily in infrastructure to accommodate the anticipated influx. Advocates argue that this
economic lifeline allows nations to diversify away from volatile industries such as agriculture or mining.
Critics, however, caution that overreliance on tourism leaves economies vulnerable to external shocks
that can halt travel almost overnight.

Not every destination has celebrated this surge in visitors. In cities like Venice, Barcelona, and Kyoto,
residents have grown increasingly vocal about the strain overtourism places on daily life. Narrow streets
once used for local commerce now overflow with tour groups following guides who hold up flags to keep
their clusters together. Public transportation systems built for a fraction of today's traffic have become
congested, and long lines outside popular landmarks have made simple errands feel like navigating an
obstacle course. Some longtime residents complain that their neighborhoods have been transformed into
open-air attractions catering almost exclusively to outsiders. Local shops selling everyday goods have
been replaced by souvenir stores and chain restaurants that inflate prices year-round. The cumulative
effect is a sense of displacement, where the character that once drew visitors risks being diluted by the
crowds it attracts. Municipal officials now face mounting pressure to intervene before further damage is
done.

Beyond the social friction, overtourism carries a steep environmental cost often unnoticed by travelers,
since aviation alone contributes a significant share of global carbon emissions. Budget airlines make it
easier than ever to hop between continents for a weekend, and cruise ships burn enormous quantities of
fuel that can release pollutants directly into fragile marine ecosystems. Coral reefs near popular diving
sites have suffered visible degradation from sunscreen chemicals, anchor damage, and constant
swimmer traffic. Mountain trails that once saw a handful of hikers now contend with erosion caused by
thousands of boots trampling the same paths season after season. Conservationists warn that without
intervention, some landscapes tourists travel to admire could become irreversibly damaged, even
though restoration efforts are underway in several regions. These projects remain costly and slow
compared to the pace of the damage, and balancing access with preservation has become an urgent
policy question.
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The friction extends into housing markets too, particularly where short-term rental platforms have
reshaped neighborhoods. Apartments once available to long-term tenants are increasingly converted
into vacation rentals that generate higher returns for owners. This shift has driven up rents and pushed
residents toward the outskirts of cities they have called home for generations. Protests have erupted in
several European capitals, with demonstrators marching through crowded plazas and spray-painting
slogans on storefronts. Some activists have taken more provocative measures, including symbolic acts
meant to discourage visitors, risking a reputation for alienating guests their economies depend on. Local
officials have struggled to strike a balance, wary of upsetting an industry that fuels their tax base while
needing to address legitimate grievances from constituents who feel priced out of their communities.
The debate has grown so heated that tourism, once viewed almost universally as a public good, is now
a polarizing subject in many cities.

In response, a growing number of destinations have begun experimenting with measures to curb the
negative effects of mass tourism without sacrificing its economic benefits. Venice made headlines by
introducing an entry fee for day-trippers, a move other cities are now studying closely. Barcelona has
capped the number of new short-term rental licenses, and Amsterdam has banned the construction of
additional hotels in its city center. Timed-entry ticketing systems, once reserved for museums, have
expanded to entire historic districts in an effort to spread out foot traffic throughout the day. Tourism
boards are also promoting lesser-known regions, hoping to divert visitors away from oversaturated
hotspots toward areas that could benefit from increased attention. Some governments have partnered
with airlines to redirect marketing budgets toward secondary cities rather than capital hubs. Whether
these interventions will meaningfully reduce strain remains uncertain, but officials broadly agree the era
of unmanaged growth cannot continue indefinitely.

Looking ahead, technology may play an unexpected role in easing the tension between accessibility and
preservation. Artificial intelligence tools now help travelers plan itineraries that avoid peak crowds,
suggesting alternative times and routes based on real-time crowd data. Sustainability certifications are
gaining traction among travelers who want assurance that their trip supports responsible practices rather
than exploitation of local resources. Some destinations are exploring dynamic pricing, raising fees
during high season to discourage overcrowding while keeping access affordable during quieter months.
Industry leaders acknowledge that no single solution will resolve every challenge, and that meaningful
progress requires cooperation between governments, businesses, and travelers themselves. Ultimately,
the future of tourism may depend less on limiting curiosity about the world and more on redistributing it
thoughtfully. If destinations and visitors can find common ground, the same wanderlust that created
today's crowded landmarks could help sustain them for generations to come.

Beyond the Headlines

Here's a detail that surprises seasoned travelers: in spring 2024, Venice became the first major city to
charge day-trippers an entrance fee for showing up. Visitors arriving on peak days without a hotel
reservation had to pay a small charge and scan a QR code before wandering the canals and bridges.
The experiment proved controversial from the outset, with skeptics dismissing it as a symbolic gesture
unlikely to deter crowds, while supporters praised it as a bold step toward sustainable tourism. Officials
reported the fee generated several million euros in its first season, though whether it eased congestion
remains hotly contested among researchers. What makes the story remarkable is that Venice's
permanent population has dwindled to fifty thousand, even as the city welcomes tens of millions of
visitors a year. Locals joke that tourists now outnumber residents by a staggering margin, prompting
some to wonder whether Venice risks becoming a city with no Venetians left.
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Vocabulary

Paragraph 1

unprecedented (adj.)

(adj.) Never having happened or existed before. “The company posted
unprecedented profits this quarter.”

venture (v.)

(v.) To do something that involves risk or leaving a safe situation. “She
decided to venture into the unknown market.”

surpassed (v.)

(v.) Went beyond or exceeded a previous limit or record. “His test score
surpassed everyone's expectations.”

dwarf (v.)

(v.) To make something seem small by comparison. “The skyscraper seemed
to dwarf every building around it.”

resurgence (n.)

(n.) A return and growth of something after a period of decline. “The
neighborhood experienced a resurgence of local businesses.”

pent-up (adj.)

(adj.) Held back or suppressed for a long time. “Years of pent-up frustration
finally came out during the meeting.”

legacy (n.)

(n.) Something handed down from the past, often with lasting effects. “The
professor left behind a remarkable legacy of research.”

Paragraph 2

disembark (v.)

(v.) To leave a ship, plane, or other vehicle. “Passengers began to disembark
as soon as the doors opened.”

court (v.)

(v.) To try to gain someone's favor or support. “The city worked hard to court
new investors.”

streamlined (adj.)

(adj.) Made simpler and more efficient.
streamlined process for new employees.”

“The company introduced a

influx (n.)

(n.) An arrival of a large number of people or things. “The town saw a sudden
influx of visitors every summer.”

lifeline (n.)

(n.) Something that provides essential support in a difficult situation. “The
small loan became a lifeline for the struggling farm.”

volatile (adj.)

(adj.) Likely to change suddenly and unpredictably. “Investors avoided the
volatile stock because of its wild swings.”

overreliance (n.)

(n.) Excessive dependence on something.
overreliance on a single medication.”

“Doctors warned against

Paragraph 3

congested (adj.)

(adj.) Overcrowded and blocked, especially with traffic or people. “The
highway grew congested during rush hour.”

errands (n.)

(n.) Short trips taken to complete small tasks. “She ran several errands
before heading home.”

inflate (v.)

(v.) To increase something, especially prices, beyond a reasonable level.
“Sellers often inflate prices during the holiday season.”

cumulative (adj.)

(adj.) Increasing steadily by successive additions. “The cumulative impact of
small delays caused the project to fail.”




displacement (n.)

(n.) The act of forcing someone or something out of its usual place. “The flood
caused the displacement of hundreds of families.”

diluted (v.)

(v.) Weakened by adding something else or reducing purity. “The message
was diluted after being repeated by so many people.”

mounting (adj.)

(adj.) Steadily increasing in amount or intensity.
mounting debt after years of losses.”

“The company faced

Paragraph 4

aviation (n.)

(n.) The operation of aircraft and the industry connected to flying. “The
aviation industry has grown rapidly in the past decade.”

fragile (adj.)

(adj.) Easily broken, damaged, or destroyed. “The fragile ecosystem could
not survive further pollution.”

degradation (n.)

(n.) The process of being damaged or worn down. “Years of pollution led to
serious environmental degradation.”

erosion (n.)

(n.) The gradual wearing away of something by natural forces. “Heavy rain
caused severe erosion along the hillside.”

trampling (v.)

(v.) Walking heavily on something, causing damage. “Visitors were warned
against trampling the flower beds.”

irreversibly (adv.)

(adv.) In a way that cannot be undone or changed back. “The old forest was
irreversibly altered by the wildfire.”

restoration (n.)

(n.) The act of returning something to its original condition. “The museum
funded the restoration of the damaged painting.”

Paragraph 5

tenants (n.)

(n.) People who rent property from a landlord. “The building's tenants
complained about the rising rent.”

outskirts (n.)

(n.) The outer areas of a city or town, away from the center. “They bought a
house on the outskirts of the city.”

provocative (adj.)

(adj.) Intended to provoke a strong reaction. “Her provocative speech
sparked heated debate online.”

alienating (v.)

(v.) Causing someone to feel isolated or unwelcome. “The new policy risked
alienating loyal customers.”

grievances (n.)

(n.) Formal complaints about unfair treatment. “Workers presented a list of
grievances to management.”

constituents (n.)

(n.) The residents or voters represented by an official. “The senator promised
to listen to her constituents.”

polarizing (adj.)

(adj.) Causing sharp division between opposing groups.
became a polarizing topic at the town meeting.”

“The proposal

Paragraph 6

curb (v.)

(v.) To control or limit something, especially something harmful. “New rules
were designed to curb excessive spending.”




capped (v.)

(v.) Limited to a fixed maximum amount. “The city capped the number of new
licenses issued each year.”

reserved (v.)

(v.) Set aside for a particular purpose or group. “The front row was reserved
for special guests.”

divert (v.)

(v.) To cause something to change direction or course. “Officials decided to
divert traffic away from the accident.”

oversaturated (adj.)

(adj.) Filled or supplied beyond a reasonable or comfortable level. “The
oversaturated market made it hard for new businesses to compete.”

hubs (n.)

(n.) Central locations where activity or transportation is concentrated. “Major
airports serve as hubs for international travel.”

indefinitely (adv.)

(adv.) For an unlimited or unspecified length of time. “The flight was delayed
indefinitely due to the storm.”

Paragraph 7

itineraries (n.)

(n.) Planned routes or schedules for a journey. “The travel agency created
custom itineraries for each client.”

certifications (n.)

(n.) Official documents confirming that a standard has been met. “The hotel
earned several environmental certifications last year.”

traction (n.)

(n.) Growing acceptance, support, or popularity. “The new policy quickly
gained traction among voters.”

exploitation (n.)

(n.) The unfair use of someone or something for personal benefit. “Activists
condemned the exploitation of underpaid workers.”

resolve (v.)

(v.) To find a solution to a problem or conflict. “The two companies worked
together to resolve the dispute.”

redistributing (v.)

(v.) Spreading something out more evenly among a group. “The plan focused
on redistributing wealth across the region.”

wanderlust (n.)

(n.) A strong desire to travel and explore the world. “Her wanderlust led her
to visit thirty countries by age twenty-five.”

Beyond the Headlines

outset (n.)

(n.) The beginning or start of something. “Problems with the project appeared
from the outset.”

skeptics (n.)

(n.) People who doubt or question claims that others accept. “Skeptics
questioned whether the plan would actually work.”

symbolic (adj.)

(adj.) Representing something else rather than having a direct practical effect.
“The gesture was largely symbolic and changed little in practice.”

deter (v.)

(v.) To discourage someone from doing something. “Higher fines were meant
to deter reckless driving.”

contested (v.)

(v.) Argued about or disputed. “The election results were fiercely contested
by both sides.”

dwindled (v.)

(v.) Gradually became smaller or fewer. “The town's population dwindled
after the factory closed.”




staggering (adj.) (adj.) Shocking because of great size or degree. “The company reported a
staggering increase in profits.”
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Language Review

Exercise A — Collocations

Match each item in Column A with the word or phrase in Column B that forms a natural collocation
from the article. Write the correct letter next to each number.
Column A Column B

1. unprecedented a. coral

2. demand b. short-term
3. long-term c. fee

4. rental d. levels

5. carbon e. dynamic
6. reefs f. tenants

7. entry g. pent-up
8. pricing h. emissions

Exercise B — Vocabulary Quiz

Choose the best answer (a, b, ¢, or d) for each question. Some questions may have more than one
correct answer — select all that apply.

1. In the article, what does the word 'resurgence' most nearly mean regarding international travel?
a. A rebound or renewed rise
b. A sudden decline
c. Ataxon travelers
d. Atype of visa

2. According to the article, why do critics warn against overreliance on tourism?
a. It requires too many visas
b. It leaves economies vulnerable to external shocks
c. ltincreases carbon emissions directly
d. It reduces hotel prices

3. What does the article suggest 'displacement’ refers to in the context of overtourism?
a. The relocation of tourist offices
b. The rerouting of cruise ships
c. Residents feeling pushed out of their own neighborhoods
d. A financial refund for canceled trips

4. Conservationists in the article warn that some landscapes could become 'irreversibly' damaged,
meaning the damage...

a. Can be reversed by cleaning
b. Is only temporary
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c. Will improve on its own
d. Cannot be undone

5. Why does the article describe tourism as a 'polarizing' subject in some cities?
a. Because it only affects cold climates
b. Because opinions about it have become sharply divided
c. Because it involves polar research stations
d. Because it is banned everywhere

6. What does it mean when the article says tourism boards want to divert visitors away from
'oversaturated' hotspots?

a. Places that are excessively crowded with visitors
b. Places that are underfunded

c. Places with poor weather

d. Places that closed permanently

7. According to the article's conclusion, what could help sustain popular destinations for future
generations?

a. Banning all international travel

b. Eliminating tourism boards entirely

c. Ignoring environmental concerns

d. Redistributing wanderlust more thoughtfully across destinations

8. According to 'Beyond the Headlines,' what has happened to Venice's permanent population?
a. It has grown rapidly
b. It has stayed exactly the same
c. It has dwindled to roughly fifty thousand
d. It has doubled since 2020

Exercise C — Discussion Questions

Discuss the following questions with a partner or in a small group. Use evidence from the article to
support your ideas.

1. Do you think entry fees like the one introduced in Venice are a fair way to manage overtourism? Why
or why not?

2. Should local residents have more influence than tourism boards when deciding how their cities are
marketed to visitors? Explain your reasoning.

3. Can technology such as Al trip-planning tools genuinely reduce overtourism, or will travelers always
gravitate toward the same famous landmarks?

4. If you were a city official, which strategy from the article — visitor caps, timed-entry tickets, or dynamic
pricing — would you implement first, and why?

5. How do you personally balance your desire to explore new places with concerns about the
environmental and social impact of travel?
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