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Global English News 

The Global Tourism Boom: Opportunity and Overtourism 

Global tourism has entered an era of unprecedented expansion, with international arrivals climbing past 
record thresholds barely five years after the pandemic brought the industry to a near-total standstill. 
Airports from Lisbon to Bangkok now process passenger volumes that once seemed decades away, and 
hoteliers report occupancy rates that rival the industry's most buoyant pre-pandemic years. This 
resurgence reflects pent-up demand, a growing global middle class with disposable income to spend on 
travel, and the proliferation of budget carriers that have made distant destinations newly accessible. Yet 
the sheer velocity of this rebound has caught many governments and municipalities flat-footed, exposing 
infrastructure that was never designed to accommodate such a deluge of visitors. What was once 
celebrated unreservedly as an economic windfall is increasingly viewed through a more ambivalent 
lens, as destinations grapple with the paradox of wanting tourist dollars while dreading the crowds that 
generate them. 

 

The economic stakes underpinning this boom are substantial. Tourism now constitutes a significant share 
of global GDP, and in many developing economies, it functions as an indispensable lifeline, generating 
foreign exchange, catalyzing infrastructure investment, and providing employment for millions who might 
otherwise face limited prospects. Small island nations in the Caribbean and Pacific, for instance, rely on 
visitor spending to fund public services that would otherwise be unaffordable given their narrow tax bases. 
Coastal fishing villages have been transformed into resort towns almost overnight, their economies 
pivoting from subsistence industries toward hospitality and service work. Advocates argue that few 
other sectors can inject capital so directly into local communities, bypassing layers of bureaucracy that 
often dilute the benefits of foreign investment elsewhere. Critics counter that this dependency leaves 
destinations dangerously exposed to external shocks, whether a pandemic, a currency crisis, or simply 
a shift in traveler preferences toward the next fashionable locale. 

 

Nowhere is the tension more visible than in the handful of destinations that have become synonymous 
with overtourism, a term that entered common parlance only within the last decade but now dominates 
headlines each summer. Venice, whose historic center houses barely fifty thousand permanent residents, 
absorbs tens of millions of day-trippers annually, many of whom disembark from cruise ships for a few 
frenetic hours before departing without spending a euro on lodging. Kyoto's once-tranquil temple districts 
have grown so congested that local officials have had to cordon off certain alleys to preserve a 
semblance of tranquility for residents. Barcelona has witnessed anti-tourism graffiti and organized 
protests, as locals accuse visitors of hollowing out neighborhoods and inflating prices beyond what 
ordinary wages can sustain. The phrase itself captures something more nuanced than simple 
overcrowding: it describes a threshold beyond which tourism's costs, measured in congestion and 
diminished quality of life, begin to outweigh its economic benefits. 

 

Beyond social friction, the physical toll of mass tourism has grown difficult to ignore. Coral reefs near 
popular diving sites have suffered visible bleaching linked partly to sunscreen chemicals and careless 
snorkelers, while trails on iconic peaks such as Mount Everest and Machu Picchu have been strewn with 
discarded equipment and waste left behind by visitors chasing a bucket-list photograph. Water-scarce 
destinations, including several Mediterranean islands, now divert scarce freshwater supplies toward 
swimming pools and golf courses even as year-round residents face rationing during droughts. Municipal 
waste-management systems, designed decades ago for a fraction of today's foot traffic, are routinely 
overwhelmed during peak season, leaving garbage to pile up in historic squares. Conservationists warn 
that without decisive intervention, some of the very attractions that draw visitors, fragile ecosystems, 
ancient ruins, delicate coastlines, risk irreversible degradation, an outcome that would ultimately 
undermine the tourism economy itself. 
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The human dimension of overtourism often proves the most contentious. In cities such as Lisbon and 
Amsterdam, entire residential blocks have been converted into short-term rentals, squeezing housing 
stock and pricing longtime residents out of neighborhoods their families have inhabited for generations. 
Landlords, drawn by nightly rates far exceeding what a local tenant could pay, have little incentive to 
lease apartments long-term, a dynamic that has fueled acute housing shortages in several European 
capitals. Small grocers and family-run bakeries frequently give way to souvenir shops and gelato stands 
catering exclusively to transient visitors, eroding the everyday fabric of community life. Residents 
describe a creeping sense of displacement, watching their cities become, in effect, stage sets for other 
people's vacations rather than places where ordinary life unfolds. This friction has occasionally boiled 
over into open hostility, with water pistols and marches becoming symbols of a broader reckoning over 
who a city ultimately belongs to. 

 

Faced with mounting discontent, municipal authorities have begun experimenting with an array of 
countermeasures. Venice now levies an entry fee on day-trippers arriving during peak periods, a policy 
once considered unthinkable for a city so reliant on visitor revenue. Amsterdam has capped the number 
of new hotel licenses and launched a deliberately unglamorous advertising campaign urging rowdy 
prospective tourists to simply stay away. Several national parks, including some in the United States, 
have instituted timed-entry permits requiring visitors to reserve a specific arrival window months ahead, 
a system designed to spread demand more evenly throughout the day. Barcelona's city council has 
moved to phase out licenses for short-term rentals entirely by the end of the decade, betting that 
reclaiming housing stock will outweigh the tax revenue such rentals currently generate. Whether these 
measures merely redistribute tourism's burden or genuinely alleviate it remains a matter of vigorous 
debate among urban planners and economists alike. 

 

In response, segments of the travel industry are promoting alternatives intended to disperse crowds 
rather than simply managing overflow. Tour operators increasingly steer travelers toward secondary cities 
and shoulder-season months, when lighter footfall allows a more authentic encounter and a gentler 
impact on local infrastructure. Some governments have begun subsidizing tourism to overlooked 
regions to relieve pressure on their most celebrated landmarks, dangling incentives such as reduced 
fees or curated itineraries that highlight lesser-known gems. Technology companies have entered the 
fray as well, developing apps that forecast crowd density in real time and reroute visitors toward quieter 
alternatives. Skeptics caution that such initiatives risk merely exporting the problem to previously 
untouched locales, inflicting the very harm these places were spared until now. Still, proponents insist 
that a more deliberate, dispersed model of travel, spreading both benefits and burdens more evenly, 
offers the best chance of reconciling tourism's economic promise with its mounting social and 
environmental costs. 

 

Beyond the Headlines 

Modern anxiety about overtourism might seem like a uniquely twenty-first-century predicament, but the 
impulse driving mass travel is centuries old. In the eighteenth century, wealthy young British aristocrats 
embarked on what became known as the Grand Tour, a lengthy excursion across continental Europe 
intended to complete their education through firsthand exposure to classical ruins, Renaissance art, and 
refined society. These travelers, accompanied by tutors and laden with letters of introduction to foreign 
nobility, often stayed away from home for years rather than weeks, visiting the same cities, Venice, 
Florence, Rome, that draw modern hordes today. Some historians credit this tradition with essentially 
inventing the souvenir industry, as travelers commissioned paintings and purchased antiquities to prove 
they had truly made the journey. Even then, locals grumbled about entitled foreign visitors treating their 
cities as playgrounds, a grievance that, it turns out, is nearly as old as tourism itself. 
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Vocabulary 

Paragraph 1 

buoyant (adj.) (adj.) Characterized by optimism, energy, or strong performance.  “Ticket 
sales remained buoyant throughout the holiday season.” 

resurgence (n.) (n.) A renewed increase or revival after a decline.  “The resurgence of vinyl 
records surprised music retailers.” 

proliferation (n.) (n.) A rapid increase in the number or spread of something.  “The 
proliferation of food trucks changed the city’s dining scene.” 

deluge (n.) (n.) An overwhelming flood or abundance of something.  “The mayor’s office 
received a deluge of complaints after the storm.” 

windfall (n.) (n.) An unexpected and often large gain or piece of good fortune.  “The lottery 
win was a genuine windfall for the family.” 

ambivalent (adj.) (adj.) Having mixed or contradictory feelings about something.  “She felt 
ambivalent about accepting the promotion.” 

paradox (n.) (n.) A situation containing seemingly contradictory elements.  “It is a paradox 
that saving money sometimes requires spending it.” 

 

Paragraph 2 

indispensable (adj.) (adj.) Absolutely necessary; too important to be without.  “A reliable internet 
connection has become indispensable for remote workers.” 

catalyzing (v.) (v.) Causing or accelerating a process or change.  “The new policy is 
catalyzing investment in renewable energy.” 

pivoting (v.) (v.) Shifting direction or strategy.  “The startup is pivoting toward a 
subscription-based model.” 

subsistence (n.) (n.) The minimum level of resources needed to survive.  “Many farmers there 
still practice subsistence agriculture.” 

bureaucracy (n.) (n.) A complex system of administrative rules and procedures.  “Cutting 
through the bureaucracy took nearly six months.” 

dilute (v.) (v.) To reduce the strength, effect, or concentration of something.  “Too many 
committees can dilute a project’s original vision.” 

locale (n.) (n.) A place considered in relation to a particular event or characteristic.  “The 
film crew searched for an exotic locale to shoot the final scene.” 

 

Paragraph 3 

parlance (n.) (n.) A particular way of speaking, especially one associated with a specific 
group.  “In legal parlance, the term carries a much narrower meaning.” 

frenetic (adj.) (adj.) Fast, energetic, and somewhat chaotic.  “The market’s frenetic pace left 
visitors exhausted by noon.” 

cordon off (phr. v.) (phr. v.) To seal or block off an area to keep people out.  “Police moved quickly 
to cordon off the accident scene.” 

semblance (n.) (n.) An outward appearance that may or may not reflect the true situation.  
“Volunteers worked to restore some semblance of order after the flood.” 
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hollowing out (phr. 
v.) 

(phr. v.) Gradually depriving something of its essential substance.  “Critics 
warned that the layoffs were hollowing out the department’s expertise.” 

inflating (v.) (v.) Increasing something, especially prices, beyond a reasonable level.  
“Speculators were accused of inflating housing prices in the region.” 

nuanced (adj.) (adj.) Characterized by subtle shades of meaning or distinction.  “Her 
nuanced explanation captured complexities the debate often ignores.” 

 

Paragraph 4 

toll (n.) (n.) A serious loss, cost, or damage resulting from an event.  “The heat wave 
took a heavy toll on crop yields.” 

bleaching (n.) (n.) The loss of color, especially in coral, caused by environmental stress.  
“Marine biologists documented severe bleaching along the reef’s outer 
edge.” 

strewn (adj.) (adj.) Scattered or spread untidily over an area.  “The trail was strewn with 
wrappers after the holiday weekend.” 

divert (v.) (v.) To cause something to change course or direction.  “Engineers plan to 
divert part of the river to ease flooding downstream.” 

rationing (n.) (n.) The controlled distribution of a scarce resource.  “The drought forced the 
county to introduce water rationing.” 

irreversible (adj.) (adj.) Impossible to undo or reverse.  “Scientists fear the damage to the 
wetland may be irreversible.” 

degradation (n.) (n.) The process of being reduced in quality or condition.  “Years of overuse 
led to serious degradation of the hiking trail.” 

 

Paragraph 5 

contentious (adj.) (adj.) Likely to cause disagreement or controversy.  “Zoning changes are 
always a contentious topic at town meetings.” 

transient (adj.) (adj.) Lasting only a short time; passing through briefly.  “The neighborhood’s 
transient population makes community organizing difficult.” 

eroding (v.) (v.) Gradually wearing away or diminishing something.  “Rising costs have 
been eroding the family’s savings for years.” 

fabric (n.) (n.) The underlying structure or framework of something, especially society.  
“Longtime shop owners are part of the neighborhood’s social fabric.” 

creeping (adj.) (adj.) Happening gradually and almost imperceptibly.  “Residents worried 
about the creeping loss of affordable housing.” 

boiled over (phr. v.) (phr. v.) Erupted into open conflict after building tension.  “Tensions finally 
boiled over during the town hall meeting.” 

reckoning (n.) (n.) A settling of accounts or a moment of confronting consequences.  “The 
strike forced a long-overdue reckoning between workers and management.” 
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Paragraph 6 

countermeasures 
(n.) 

(n.) Actions taken to counteract a threat or problem.  “The city rolled out 
several countermeasures to ease traffic congestion.” 

levies (v.) (v.) Imposes or collects, especially a tax or fee.  “The state now levies an 
extra fee on out-of-town visitors.” 

unglamorous (adj.) (adj.) Lacking excitement or appeal; plain.  “Someone has to handle the 
unglamorous work of fixing the sewer system.” 

rowdy (adj.) (adj.) Noisy and disorderly.  “Security escorted the rowdy fans out before the 
game ended.” 

instituted (v.) (v.) Established or set up officially.  “The school instituted a new dress code 
last September.” 

redistribute (v.) (v.) To spread something out differently among a group.  “The plan aims to 
redistribute wealth more evenly across regions.” 

alleviate (v.) (v.) To make a problem or suffering less severe.  “New bus routes were 
designed to alleviate downtown congestion.” 

 

Paragraph 7 

disperse (v.) (v.) To spread out over a wide area.  “Organizers hoped the schedule change 
would disperse the crowds more evenly.” 

footfall (n.) (n.) The number of people entering a place; foot traffic.  “Footfall in the 
shopping district doubled during the festival.” 

subsidizing (v.) (v.) Supporting financially, especially with government funds.  “The ministry is 
subsidizing bus fares for rural commuters.” 

dangling (v.) (v.) Offering something enticing to attract interest.  “The airline is dangling 
discounted fares to fill empty seats.” 

fray (n.) (n.) A fight, conflict, or heated situation.  “Several startups have entered the 
fray with competing apps.” 

curated (adj.) (adj.) Carefully selected and organized.  “The museum offered a curated tour 
of its newest wing.” 

reconciling (v.) (v.) Bringing into harmony something that seems contradictory.  “The 
committee struggled with reconciling competing budget priorities.” 

 

Beyond the Headlines 

predicament (n.) (n.) A difficult or unpleasant situation.  “The stranded tourists faced an 
uncomfortable predicament overnight.” 

excursion (n.) (n.) A short journey or trip, often for pleasure.  “The class took an excursion 
to the science museum.” 

laden (adj.) (adj.) Heavily loaded or weighed down.  “The mule train arrived laden with 
supplies for the village.” 

hordes (n.) (n.) Large, disorganized crowds of people.  “Hordes of shoppers lined up 
before the store even opened.” 



Global English News — GEN013A     Page 6 

commissioned (v.) (v.) Formally requested and paid for a piece of work.  “The town 
commissioned a mural to celebrate its centennial.” 

grumbled (v.) (v.) Complained in a low, discontented manner.  “Neighbors grumbled about 
the noise from the construction site.” 

grievance (n.) (n.) A real or imagined cause for complaint.  “Employees filed a formal 
grievance over the schedule change.” 
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Language Review 

Exercise A — Collocations 

Match each item in Column A with the word or phrase in Column B that forms a natural collocation 
from the article. Write the correct letter next to each number. 

 

Column A Column B 

1.  foreign a.  stock 

2.  tax b.  exchange 

3.  cruise c.  introduction 

4.  coral d.  fee 

5.  housing e.  reefs 

6.  entry f.  bases 

7.  crowd g.  density 

8.  letters of h.  ships 

 

Exercise B — Vocabulary Quiz 

Choose the best answer (a, b, c, or d) for each question. Some questions may have more than one 
correct answer — select all that apply. 

 

1.  According to Paragraph 1, why were many governments and municipalities poorly prepared for 
tourism’s post-pandemic rebound? 

a.  They assumed international travel would remain permanently suppressed. 

b.  The rebound happened faster than infrastructure built for pre-pandemic norms could handle. 

c.  They redirected airport funding toward unrelated public projects during the pandemic. 

d.  Budget airlines refused to cooperate with regulatory agencies. 

 

2.  Based on Paragraph 2, why do critics view heavily tourism-dependent economies as risky? 

a.  Tourism revenue is always taxed at unsustainable rates. 

b.  Foreign investment in hospitality bypasses bureaucracy entirely. 

c.  Coastal villages lack any infrastructure to host visitors. 

d.  Heavy reliance on visitor spending leaves destinations vulnerable to shocks like pandemics or 
shifting traveler preferences. 

 

3.  What distinguishes "overtourism" from simple overcrowding, according to Paragraph 3? 

a.  It marks the point at which tourism’s costs to a place outweigh its economic benefits. 

b.  It refers exclusively to cruise ship passengers rather than other travelers. 

c.  It applies only to cities with populations under fifty thousand. 

d.  It describes protests organized specifically by hotel workers. 

 

4.  What does Paragraph 4 suggest is a consequence of outdated municipal infrastructure? 

a.  Coral reefs recover more quickly than expected. 
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b.  Freshwater is redirected exclusively to agricultural use. 

c.  Waste-management systems become overwhelmed during peak tourist season. 

d.  National parks close permanently to visitors. 

 

5.  According to Paragraph 5, what is one effect of converting residential housing into short-term 
rentals? 

a.  Local grocers report sharply increased profits. 

b.  Longtime residents are priced out of neighborhoods they have long inhabited. 

c.  City governments gain full control over rental pricing. 

d.  Landlords are legally required to offer long-term leases. 

 

6.  What does Venice’s entry fee for day-trippers represent, based on Paragraph 6? 

a.  A policy shift that would once have seemed unthinkable given the city’s reliance on visitor 
revenue. 

b.  A temporary measure abandoned after a single season. 

c.  A fee applied only to overnight hotel guests. 

d.  A tax used exclusively to fund new hotel construction. 

 

7.  According to Paragraph 7, what risk do skeptics associate with dispersing tourists to secondary 
destinations? 

a.  Secondary destinations lack any tourism infrastructure whatsoever. 

b.  Technology companies will lose interest in developing travel apps. 

c.  Shoulder-season travel eliminates the need for tour operators. 

d.  The strategy may simply export overtourism’s damage to previously untouched places. 

 

8.  What does the history of the Grand Tour, described in Beyond the Headlines, suggest about 
tourism? 

a.  Eighteenth-century travelers avoided the cities most popular with tourists today. 

b.  The Grand Tour was primarily an economic necessity for poor travelers. 

c.  Mass travel and complaints about entitled visitors are far older than the term "overtourism." 

d.  Souvenir shopping began only in the twenty-first century. 

 

Exercise C — Discussion Questions 

Discuss the following questions with a partner or in a small group. Use evidence from the article to 
support your ideas. 

 

1.  Should destinations experiencing overtourism prioritize the economic benefits of tourism or the well-
being of long-term residents? Defend your position with evidence from the article. 

2.  To what extent should national governments regulate short-term rental platforms to protect housing 
affordability in tourist-heavy cities? 

3.  Is it fair to charge day-trippers an entry fee while overnight visitors pay less or nothing at all? Explain 
your reasoning. 

4.  Do you think dispersing tourists toward secondary destinations solves overtourism, or does it merely 
relocate the problem? Support your answer. 

5.  Considering the history of the Grand Tour, is public frustration with tourists a new phenomenon or a 
recurring pattern throughout history? What does this suggest about possible long-term solutions? 


