Global English News
US Coins 2026

Every few years, the coins in your pocket quietly change. In 2026, the United States mint is rolling out a
fresh wave of coin designs, updating the imagery on several denominations for the first time in decades.
The quarter, the nickel, and the dollar coin are all receiving new reverses, while some familiar portrait
designs on the obverse are being refreshed as well. The changes were set in motion by legislation
passed in Congress that directed the Treasury to honor a new generation of American icons. Coin
designs must be formally authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury, which means each image goes
through layers of government approval before reaching production. For the general public, these updates
are easy to miss — most people never give their loose change a second glance — but for the numismatic
community, the arrival of new designs is a major event. Old coins do not disappear overnight; they
continue to circulate alongside the new ones for years.

Each new coin design tells a story through a carefully chosen motif. The 2026 series is particularly
ambitious: one quarter commemorates the 250th anniversary of American independence, featuring
imagery tied to the founding era. Another design draws on Indigenous American heritage, continuing a
tradition established by the Native American dollar coin program. Artists working for the United States
Mint submit hundreds of sketches before a single design is selected, and the review process can take
years. The approved design is then handed to expert engravers, who depict the chosen image in fine
detail on a steel model. This model is used to create the working dies that will eventually press millions
of coins. The iconography on American coins has always been carefully managed — symbols of liberty,
unity, and national pride are woven into even the smallest allegorical details, from the arrangement of
stars to the direction an eagle faces.

Not everyone agrees on what — or who — should appear on American currency. The selection of coin
imagery is often subject to intense public scrutiny, and advocacy groups regularly lobby Congress and
the Treasury to promote specific figures or themes. In recent years, debates over representation have
become more prominent, with calls for greater diversity in the individuals honored on coins. The process
can become deeply contentious: when proposals to replace existing figures generate strong opposition,
the Treasury sometimes faces pressure from multiple directions at once. Partisan disagreements
occasionally slow the approval timeline, as politicians attach conditions to legislation that governs coin
design. A design that initially wins approval can face a sudden reversal if public sentiment shifts. Those
who advocate for change argue that currency should reflect the full breadth of American society, while
traditionalists insist that stability and familiarity are virtues in their own right.

The physical production of coins is a highly technical process. Raw metals — primarily copper, zinc, and
nickel — arrive at the mint as alloys, carefully blended to achieve the correct hardness and color. These
mixtures are rolled into thin sheets, from which circular blanks are punched out by the thousands. Each
blank passes through an upsetting mill, which raises a rim around the edge before the coin reaches the
die — a hardened steel stamp engraved with the coin's design. The strike process presses the blank
between two dies at enormous pressure, transferring the design in a fraction of a second. Coin
metallurgy has advanced considerably since the nineteenth century, when coins contained far more
silver and gold. Today, precious metals are reserved for collector editions. The copper-clad coins
produced by modern refineries are engineered for durability, designed to withstand millions of
transactions before wearing out.
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Coins occupy an unusual position in the modern economy. Most daily transactions now involve digital
payments, cards, or apps, yet coins retain their status as legal tender and remain essential for vending
machines, parking meters, laundromats, and countless small purchases. The Federal Reserve monitors
how coins move through the economy, tracking circulation data to determine how many new units to
order each year. Some people build portfolios of rare coins as an investment, betting on appreciation in
value over time. Hoarding behavior — where collectors or investors remove large quantities of coins
from circulation — can occasionally create shortages in local markets. A coin's melt value, the worth of
its raw metal, is distinct from its face value and can fluctuate with commodity markets. When inflation
rises sharply, the melt value of some coins temporarily exceeds their face value, creating speculative
pressure and occasional public debate about the economics of coin production itself.

Beyond their economic function, coins serve as powerful cultural objects. There is something deeply
tangible about holding a coin: its weight, its texture, and its imagery connect the holder to history in a
way that a digital transaction cannot. Many Americans keep coins as artifacts — a silver dollar from a
grandparent, a foreign coin brought back from travel, or a newly minted quarter from a child's birth year.
This sense of nostalgia is partly why coin collecting remains one of the most popular hobbies in the
country, with millions of participants of all ages. The tactile pleasure of examining a well-struck coin is
something coin enthusiasts describe with great affection. Scholars of material culture argue that the
symbolism embedded in everyday objects like coins shapes public identity in subtle but meaningful
ways. A coin is not merely money; it is a collector's item, a historical record, and a miniature piece of
national art all at once.

As the 2026 designs enter circulation, coin enthusiasts are already working to distinguish genuine
examples from the inevitable fakes. Every US coin has two sides: the obverse, which traditionally
features a portrait or symbolic figure, and the reverse, which carries the primary decorative design. The
fineness — the purity of the metal content — is a key indicator of authenticity for precious-metal collector
coins, though standard circulating coins have no precious metal to test. A skilled numismatist can often
spot a counterfeit by examining the sharpness of the lettering, the depth of the relief, and the consistency
of the milling on the edge. Modern minting technology makes large-scale counterfeiting of circulating
coins economically impractical, since the cost of producing a convincing fake typically exceeds the coin's
face value. Nevertheless, organizations like the Numismatic Guaranty Company exist specifically to
authenticate coins and assign them a certified grade.

Beyond the Headlines

What does it actually take to counterfeit a modern US coin? The answer, it turns out, involves more
science than most people imagine. The US Mint builds a remarkable range of security features into its
coins, some of which are invisible to the naked eye. High-denomination collector coins, for example,
contain microprint — text so tiny it requires a magnifying glass to read. The distinctive ridges on the
edge of quarters and dimes, known as reeding, were originally introduced in the eighteenth century to
prevent people from shaving off small amounts of precious metal, but they remain a practical anti-
counterfeiting feature today. Many coins also contain metals with carefully calibrated electromagnetic
properties, allowing vending machines to detect their authenticity instantly. Some newer designs even
include patterns visible only under ultraviolet light. These hidden layers of security make circulating
coins far more susceptible to detection when fake — which is exactly the point.
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Vocabulary

Paragraph 1

mint (n.)

(n.) A government facility where coins are officially manufactured. “The mint
produces billions of coins each year to meet national demand.”

denomination (n.)

(n.) A specific unit of currency, such as a one-cent coin or a quarter. “Each
denomination carries a different design on its reverse side.”

portrait (n.)

(n.) A representation of a person's face or figure, especially on a coin or in art.
“The portrait of a former president appears on the obverse of the coin.”

legislation (n.)

(n.) Laws or a set of laws passed by a governing body such as Congress.
“‘New legislation directed the Treasury to update the nation's coin designs.”

authorize (v.)

(v.) To give official permission or approval for something. “The Secretary of
the Treasury must authorize every new coin design before it enters
production.”

numismatic (adj.)

(adj.) Relating to the study or collection of coins, currency, and medals. “The
numismatic community eagerly anticipates the release of each new coin
series.”

circulate (v.)

(v.) To pass from person to person or place to place through normal use. “Old
designs continue to circulate alongside new ones for many years.”

Paragraph 2

motif (n.)

(n.) A recurring or dominant design element, theme, or image. “The eagle
motif has appeared on American coins since the early republic.”

commemorate (v.)

(v.) To honor or keep alive the memory of a person, event, or achievement.
“The new quarter will commemorate the 250th anniversary of American
independence.”

heritage (n.)

(n.) Cultural traditions, values, and history passed down from earlier
generations. “The coin design celebrates the heritage of Indigenous peoples
across the continent.”

depict (v.)

(v.) To show or represent something in a picture, drawing, or engraved image.
“The engraver worked carefully to depict every detail of the original sketch.”

iconography (n.)

(n.) The visual imagery and symbols associated with a subject or tradition.
“The iconography of American currency draws on classical themes of liberty
and justice.”

allegorical (adj.)

(adj.) Using symbolic figures or actions to represent deeper ideas or values.
“The allegorical figure of Liberty has appeared on US coins for over two
centuries.”

Paragraph 3

scrutiny (n.)

(n.) Close and critical examination or observation. “Every proposed coin
design faces intense public scrutiny before final approval.”

lobby (v.)

(v.) To try to influence government officials or policymakers in favor of a
particular cause. “Historians and heritage groups regularly lobby Congress
to honor overlooked figures on coins.”




contentious (adj.)

(adj.) Causing or likely to cause disagreement or argument. “The decision to
replace a long-standing design proved to be highly contentious.”

partisan (adj.)

(adj.) Strongly supportive of a particular political party or cause, often at the
expense of objectivity. “Partisan disagreements in Congress delayed the new
coin legislation for over a year.”

reversal (n.)

(n.) A change to an opposite direction, decision, or outcome. “A sudden
reversal in public opinion forced the Treasury to reconsider the approved
design.”

advocate (v.)

(v.) To publicly support or recommend a particular cause or policy. “Many
community leaders advocate for greater diversity in the figures honored on
American currency.”

Paragraph 4

alloy (n.)

“Modern

”

(n.) A metal made by combining two or more different metals.
pennies are made from an alloy of copper and zinc rather than pure copper.

blanks (n.)

(n.) Plain metal discs that have been cut to size but not yet stamped with a
coin design. “Thousands of blanks are punched from metal sheets before the
stamping process begins.”

die (n.)

(n.) A hardened metal stamp used to press a design onto a coin blank. “Each
die is inspected carefully, since any flaw will appear on every coin it
produces.”

strike (v.)

(v.) To press a design onto a coin blank using a die and mechanical force.
“Modern minting machines can strike thousands of coins per hour with
consistent precision.”

metallurgy (n.)

(n.) The science and technology of working with metals and their properties.
“Advances in metallurgy allowed the mint to produce thinner, more durable
coins at lower cost.”

refinery (n.)

(n.) A facility where raw materials are processed and purified into usable form.
‘Raw copper arrives at the refinery in large coils before being processed into
coin-grade metal.”

precious metals (n.

phrase)

(n. phrase) Rare, naturally occurring metals with high economic value, such
as gold and silver. “Precious metals are no longer used in everyday
circulating coins but remain popular in collector editions.”

Paragraph 5

legal tender (n.
phrase)

(n. phrase) Currency that must be accepted by law as a valid form of payment.
“All US coins issued by the Treasury are legal tender and must be accepted
for debts.”

portfolio (n.)

(n.) A collection of investments or valuable items held by a person or
organization. “Some collectors build a portfolio of rare coins as a long-term
investment strategy.”

hoarding (n.)

(n.) The practice of accumulating and storing large quantities of something
rather than allowing it to circulate. “Widespread hoarding of quarters during
the pandemic caused shortages at laundromats and parking meters.”




melt value (n.
phrase)

(n. phrase) The market value of the raw metal contained in a coin,
independent of its face value. “During periods of high commodity prices, the
melt value of some coins exceeds their face value.”

speculative (adj.)

(adj.) Based on guesswork or financial risk rather than certainty; involving
buying and selling in hopes of profit. “Speculative demand drove up prices
for newly released commemorative coins in secondary markets.”

inflation (n.)

(n.) A general and sustained rise in the price level of goods and services in an
economy. “High inflation can erode the real purchasing power of coins that
have not changed in face value for decades.”

Paragraph 6

tangible (adj.)

(adj.) Able to be touched or felt; existing in physical form. “There is something
deeply tangible about holding a coin that a digital payment cannot replicate.”

artifact (n.)

(n.) An object made or used by humans, especially one of historical or cultural
interest. “For many families, a coin from a grandparent's era is treated as a
cherished artifact of personal history.”

nostalgia (n.)

(n.) A sentimental longing for or warm affection toward the past. “The
nostalgia associated with childhood coin collections drives many adults back
to the hobby later in life.”

tactile (adj.)

(adj.) Relating to the sense of touch; experienced through physical contact.
“Coin collectors often describe the tactile pleasure of examining a well-struck,
high-relief design.”

symbolism (n.)

(n.) The use of symbols to represent ideas, qualities, or beliefs beyond their
literal meaning. “The symbolism of placing an eagle on American coins
reflects long-held values of strength and freedom.”

collector (n.)

(n.) A person who gathers and keeps objects of a particular type as a hobby
or investment. “Every serious collector knows that condition is the single
most important factor in a coin's long-term value.”

material culture (n.

phrase)

(n. phrase) Physical objects created and used by a society that reflect its
values, beliefs, and way of life. “Historians study material culture — including
coins — to understand how societies expressed their identity.”

Paragraph 7

obverse (n.)

(n.) The front face of a coin, typically bearing a portrait or main design. “The
obverse of most US coins features a portrait of a president or symbolic figure.”

reverse (n.)

(n.) The back face of a coin, usually carrying secondary imagery or a national
emblem. “The reverse of the new quarter features a design honoring
American innovation.”

fineness (n.)

(n.) The proportion of pure precious metal in a coin or alloy, often expressed
as a decimal or percentage. “Gold collector coins are typically guaranteed a
fineness of .9999, meaning 99.99% pure gold.”

numismatist (n.)

(n.) A person who studies or collects coins, banknotes, and related objects.
“An experienced numismatist can identify a coin's origin and date just by
examining its design details.”




authenticate (v.)

(v.) To prove or confirm that something is genuine and not a forgery or fake.
“Third-party services authenticate rare coins and seal them in tamper-evident
holders with a certified grade.”

milling (n.) (n.) The series of grooves or ridges cut around the edge of a coin as an anti-
counterfeiting measure. “The consistent milling on the edge of a genuine
quarter is difficult for counterfeiters to replicate.”

relief (n.) (n.) The degree to which a design element projects above the flat surface of

a coin. “High-relief coins are prized by collectors for the depth and detail
visible in their designs.”

Beyond the Headlines

counterfeit (v.)

(v.) To make an illegal copy of something, such as money, in order to deceive
others. ‘It is extremely difficult to counterfeit modern US coins because of
the sophisticated security features they contain.”

microprint (n.)

(n.) Text or imagery printed or engraved at such a tiny scale that it requires
magnification to read. “Microprint on high-denomination collector coins is
one of the hardest security features to replicate.”

ridges (n.)

(n.) Raised, narrow strips or lines along a surface, such as the reeding around
the edge of a coin. “The ridges around the edge of a quarter serve both a
decorative and an anti-counterfeiting purpose.”

electromagnetic
(adj.)

(adj.) Relating to the properties of electric and magnetic fields, especially as
they interact with materials. “Vending machines use electromagnetic
sensors to verify that a coin has the correct metal composition.”

detect (v.)

(v.) To discover or identify something, especially something not immediately
obvious. “Modern coin-sorting machines can detect fakes within milliseconds
based on their physical properties.”

ultraviolet (adj.)

(adj.) Relating to light with a wavelength shorter than visible light, invisible to
the naked eye but detectable with special equipment. “Some security patterns
on collector coins are only visible under ultraviolet light.”

susceptible (adj.)

(adj.) Likely to be affected by something, or easily influenced or harmed.
“Poorly made fakes are highly susceptible to detection by even basic
authentication equipment.”




Language Review

Exercise A — Collocations

Match each item in Column A with the word or phrase in Column B that forms a natural collocation
from the article. Write the correct letter next to each number.

Column A Column B

1. legal a. collector
2. precious b. figure

3. melt c. value

4. material d. metals

5. allegorical e. tender

6. electromagnetic f. relief

7. coin g. culture

8. high- h. properties

Exercise B — Vocabulary Quiz

Choose the best answer (a, b, ¢, or d) for each question. Some questions may have more than one
correct answer — select all that apply.

1. The word "circulate" in the context of coins most closely means:
a. To be displayed in a museum
b. To pass through normal everyday use
c. To be melted down for raw metal
d. To be approved by the government

2. Which of the following best describes an "alloy"?
a. A pure metal with no additives
b. A government permit to produce coins
c. A metal made by combining two or more metals
d. A decorative edge cut into a coin

3. Acoin's "melt value" refers to:
a. Its price at auction
b. The cost to produce it at the mint
c. The value of the raw metal it contains
d. Its face value as legal tender

4. The term "numismatist" refers to someone who:
a. Works at a government mint
b. Collects or studies coins and currency
c. Designs security features for banknotes
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d. Manufactures vending machines

5. Which word best completes this sentence? "The image of a woman holding a torch is an
figure representing liberty."

a. electromagnetic

b. tangible

c. allegorical

d. speculative

6. If a collector pays a "premium" for a coin, it means they:
a. Received the coin at a discount
b. Paid more than its face value due to rarity or condition
c. Authenticated it with a third-party service
d. Bought it at the official mint price

7. The "obverse" of a coin is:
a. The edge with ridged milling
b. The metal composition of the coin
c. The back face, usually with secondary imagery
d. The front face, traditionally featuring a portrait

8. When an advocacy group "lobbies" Congress, it:
a. Files a legal complaint against the government
b. Tries to persuade officials to support a particular cause
c. Submits a coin design for official review
d. Publishes a report on coin circulation data

Exercise C — Discussion Questions

Discuss the following questions with a partner or in a small group. Use evidence from the article to
support your ideas.

1. Do you think the images and symbols on a country's coins are important? What do they say about
national identity?

2. In your country, whose faces or images appear on coins or banknotes? Do you think those choices
reflect society today?

3. Should governments make it easier for the public to suggest who appears on coins? What are the
risks of opening up that process?

4. Do you or anyone you know collect coins? What do you think drives people to collect physical objects
in a digital age?

5. As digital payments become more common, do you think coins will eventually disappear? What might
be lost if they did?
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